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If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right book!  

JK Rowling 
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The importance of English  
 

This curriculum document explains how we teach the three main components of English in our school: reading, writing and 
speaking and listening.    

We understand that reading is the foundation of learning: children cannot successfully access the National Curriculum and 
the wider world without it. It is the cornerstone of all learning and is therefore a priority for our daily teaching.     

We see the development of our children’s creative writing as an essential complement to the reading and analysis of great 
writers’ work, both past and present.   

The ability to write clearly, fluently and accurately will be an essential part of the children’s future everyday professional 
and personal life. We care about accuracy and aim to ensure that all the children can spell and punctuate correctly, know 
how a sentence works and take pleasure in the subtleties of English syntax and punctuation.   

Lessons are dedicated to spelling, punctuation and grammar, and we practise writing in non-fiction forms, learning to write 
economical summaries, journalistic articles and argumentative speeches.   

We believe that good communication skills can enhance every type of learning; consequently, speaking and listening skills 
are embedded in every area of our curriculum. Children are explicitly taught how to address an adult formally, how to 
respectfully challenge, how to present to an audience and how to answer a question, for example, in an interview.  
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Reading: Intent 
 
It is our intent to provide all pupils with the opportunity to be fluent, confident readers who can successfully comprehend a 
wide range of texts. We want pupils to develop a good knowledge of a range of authors, a love for reading and to be able to 
understand more about the world in which they live through the knowledge they gain from poetry, fiction and non-fiction 
texts. By the end of their time at Nascot Wood Junior School, all children should be able to read fluently and confidently in 
any subject in their forthcoming secondary education.  
 
 

 
Reading: Implementation 
 
All children at Nascot Wood Junior School participate in discrete guided reading lessons; for every child to be able to access 
their class teacher during these precious times, we have adopted a whole class teaching approach. Lesson observations, 
combined with staff and pupil voice, have undoubtedly proven its success. Teachers use a range of reading resources across 
the key stage to explicitly teach the six key components of reading: vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval 
and summary (VIPERS). Our whole-class guided reading sessions provide our children with regular and supportive 
opportunities to encounter engaging texts that will resonate with their interests and capture their imagination. 
 
Reading is continuously taught throughout every school day: it features in all curriculum areas; in the informative displays 
around the school; in the marking and dialogue in the children’s books, and in the carefully selected texts we read to the 
children during assemblies and whole class reading times. 
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Nascot Wood Junior children are encouraged to independently read their own carefully selected books in school and at 
home. Every child has a reading book that is appropriate for their reading age and ability.  All children have access to our 
recently expanded (spring 2026) banded reading scheme (Oxford University Press), where progress is closely monitored and 
assessed by class teachers and assistant teachers. Children in the lower school are expected to read for a minimum of two 
hours per week, and children in the upper school are expected to read for three hours per week, as part of the school 
homework policy, and record what they have read in their reading records, which are signed by parents and class teachers.   
 
We have also found that our children’s love of reading is particularly fostered when they read together. We have therefore 
prioritised time for shared ‘buddy’ reading to take place: the Junior Leadership Team read with specifically identified 
children before school, as well as during the school day.  
 
For children who are assessed as being in the lower twenty percent of their year group, we make sure that appropriate 
reading/phonic interventions are in place. We use a variety of material including Little Wandle resources for children in year 
3 and year 4, and phonics resources from the SpLD base in year 5 and year 6. Time has also been allocated for these 
children to read to their class teacher or class teaching assistant every Monday morning. 
  
We recognise the importance of quality first teaching; therefore, interventions are carefully targeted, and the impact is 
frequently measured to inform next steps. 
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Writing: Intent  
 
At Nascot Wood Junior School we believe the teaching of writing is just as crucial as the teaching of reading, as it is through 
the art of writing that our children can confidently and effectively communicate and express their knowledge, ideas and 
emotions. Therefore, specific English writing lessons occur daily, and it is through these that our pupils are able to acquire a 
wide vocabulary, a solid understanding of grammar and are able to spell new words by effectively applying the spelling 
patterns and rules they have learnt throughout their time at our school.  
 
Our intention is for our children to write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style for a range of 
contexts, purposes and audiences. We also believe that all pupils should take pride in the presentation of their writing by 
developing a fluent fully cursive handwriting style, which they use across the curriculum as well as in their English lessons.  
 
We also believe that all good writers refine and edit their writing over time; therefore, we intend our children to identify 
their own areas for improvement in all pieces of writing, editing their work effectively during and after the writing process.  
 
Ultimately, we intend our children to develop a love of writing by being able to express their thoughts accurately, 
confidently and effectively through the written word. 
 
 

Writing: Implementation  

 
To help us to develop confident, enthusiastic writers, who can express themselves assuredly and effectively in a variety of 
different styles and within a range of contexts, writing is taught across the curriculum as well as in all daily discrete English 
lessons. This provides our children with regular opportunities to write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, 
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which they can continuously proofread and edit alongside their peers. Writing tasks are therefore specific and meaningful 
and illustrate how writing skills can be applied to real life contexts.  
 
Since autumn 2024, Nascot Wood Junior School has adopted the Herts for Learning (HfL) ESSENTIAL WRITING, which is a 
progressively sequenced writing curriculum for years 3 – 6, built upon the principles of writing for an authentic purpose and 
audience (see year group overviews below). The curriculum is designed to teach and review children’s understanding of 
language choices, according to their writing purpose, across the year and in subsequent years. Within every unit plan, 
children are encouraged to write for a chosen, authentic audience and provided with time to publish and share their writing 
with their intended reader(s). 
 

ESSENTIAL WRITING has been selected because it is a writing curriculum which uses a wide range of engaging literature, 
teaching the children to read as writers and exploring the writer’s craft. There are opportunities built into the unit plans for 
children to apply their skills when reading aloud and build upon their fluency, as well as reading the core texts for 
enjoyment. Core texts for each year group (see image below, taken from Core Texts Overview) have been specifically 
chosen as a model for children’s final written outcomes or as a text to inspire their writing. These core texts have also been 
selected to ensure diversity.  
 

ESSENTIAL WRITING also ensures complete National Curriculum Coverage from year 3 to 6, with objectives mapped out 
across the year with opportunities to review key objectives from the previous year group. Objectives build sequentially over 
the year with deliberate emphasis and repetition of core skills that children will rely upon the most within their writing (e.g. 
consistent use of tense; Autumn 1 plans review previous year group’s key learning within sentence structure). 
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Spellings are taught weekly using Twinkl’s spelling scheme (see example below), which teaches the rules contained in 
Appendix 1 of the English National Curriculum, as well as the spellings contained in the statutory word lists for Key Stage 
Two. We use the ‘simultaneous oral spelling’ teaching approach, which is highly effective when teaching new vocabulary, 
and assess the children’s spelling ability through weekly dictations.   
 
Grammar and punctuation knowledge and skills are interwoven throughout the English curriculum via ESSENTIAL WRITING. 
On occasion, teachers may deliver stand-alone lessons to embed the children’s understanding, or to consolidate key skills. 
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Speaking and Listening: Intent 
 
The ability to clearly express oneself through the spoken word with clarity, and to listen carefully to others, is an essential 
skill within a child’s education and the wider world. At Nascot Wood Junior School, we therefore believe these key skills 
must be explicitly developed if our children are to achieve the highest levels of communication. 
 
Our intention is to develop our children’s speaking and listening skills to the highest level, enabling them to communicate 
effectively and confidently in front of any audience.   
 
 

Speaking and Listening: Implementation 
 
We believe that good communication skills can enhance every type of learning; consequently, speaking and listening skills 
are embedded in every area of our curriculum, as well as being interwoven within ESEENTIAL WRITING. The children are 
encouraged to explore ideas through talk; to challenge each other’s opinions, and to develop their own reasoned 
arguments, as well as talking in full sentences with a clear and confident voice. 
 
There are many planned speaking and listening experiences at Nascot Wood Junior School, some of which include the 
following: 
 

▪ talking partners 
▪ listening to class readers 
▪ book studies 
▪ guided reading lessons 
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▪ buddy reading 
▪ drama workshops 
▪ preparation for writing 
▪ visiting speakers 
▪ giving and receiving instructions 
▪ paired/collaborative work 
▪ problem solving in mathematics 
▪ presentation of learning 
▪ teacher/student conferencing 
▪ assemblies 
▪ school council meetings 
▪ Head boy and Head girl/prefect preparation and interviews 
▪ House Captain preparation/campaigns  
▪ Q and A sessions with local MP in Houses of Parliament  
▪ pupil voice activities 
▪ science fairs 
▪ year group productions 
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Impact: Reading 
 
Nascot Wood Junior School children will: 
 

 have a love of reading across a wide range of genres;  
 be able to succeed in all reading lessons;  
 use a range of strategies for decoding words, not solely relying on phonics;  
 have a good knowledge of a range of authors;  
 be ready to read in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education.  

 

Impact: Writing  
 
Nascot Wood Junior School children will: 
 

 be able to write accurately, confidently and effectively; 
 be able to adapt their language and style for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences;  
 acquire a wide vocabulary and have a strong command of the written word; 
 write fluently using a fully cursive script; 
 develop a love of writing which equips them for the rest of their education. 

 
 
Ultimately, the impact of the teaching of reading and writing will be evident in our end of key stage two reading results (see 
table below). 
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Impact: Speaking and Listening  

 
Our pupils will have confidence in speaking and listening which allows them to communicate with others effectively. They 
will learn to express their ideas verbally; to discuss and debate issues with others, and to listen and respond to alternative 
views. They will also learn that their choice of language and sentence structure must be varied to reflect the purpose and 
audience of their conversation. These skills are invaluable to the children in the modern world.  
 
Nascot Wood Junior children will: 

 speak with confidence, clarity and fluency; 
 recognise the value of listening; 
 be confident in the value of their own opinions and to be able to express them to others; 
 adapt their use of language for a range of different purposes and audiences, including using Standard English; 
 sustain a logical argument and respond to others appropriately; 
 concentrate, interpret and respond appropriately to a wide range of listening experiences; 
 be open-minded, to value the contribution of others and to take account of their views; 
 appreciate the diversity of languages, dialects and accents in the school and value the experience and contributions 

of children with a wide variety of linguistic backgrounds; 
 share their learning in an engaging, informative way.  

 
 
 
 


